Ethnobotany of Syngonanthus nitens (Eriocaulaceae): a non-timber forest product (NTFP) from the Brazilian Cerrado, at Jalapão region, Tocantins State.
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The handcrafts made from coils of “capim dourado” (golden grass) scapes that are sewn tightly together with buriti palm (Mauritia flexuosa) strips represent important source of income in Jalapão. Recently, the traditional handcrafts made by women from the Mumbuca Community started being commercialized in large Brazilian cities and European countries, increasing extraction rates. This study is aimed at characterizing the plant scapes extraction methods and the management techniques of humid grasslands areas, where the species occur. Harvest and handcraft activities occupy women, men and children from almost all rural communities in Jalapão. Scapes are collected from July to October. Harvesters believe that the humid grasslands should be burned every other year to stimulate production. The ideal period to harvest is variable among harvesters; konwledgeable harvesters tend to collect scapes later in the year. This practice allows seed maturation (early September) before the harvest, decreases plant mortality by uprooting plants with immature scapes and increases the brightness of the handcrafts. These information have been applied in experiments which were designed and fulfilled with harvester participation, to assess the effects of capim dourado’s harvest in the region. The intention is to propose harvesting rules based on both scientific and traditional knowledge.
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